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FirstEnergy Utilities Invite Customers to Enter Holiday Lights Contest 
Company shares tips for safe holiday decorating 

 

AKRON, Ohio – As households tap into the magic of the holiday season, FirstEnergy 

Corp. (NYSE:FE) invites customers to show off their best and brightest outdoor holiday lighting 

displays for the chance to win a weekly prize as part of the company’s annual "Merry & Bright" 

Holiday Lights Sweepstakes. 

 

Customers can submit a photo or video of their outdoor lighting displays on their 

respective electric company's Facebook® page until Friday, Dec. 16. One entry from each of 

FirstEnergy's 10 utility companies will be randomly selected each week to receive a $100 

Amazon® gift card. The winning entries will be shared on Facebook. 

 

Participants must be 18 years old and current FirstEnergy customers. Additional 

information and complete contest rules are available on each utility's Facebook page. 

 

Decorate for the Holidays Safely 

 

Whether customers adorn their homes for a chance to become a "Merry & Bright" 

winner or simply to spread holiday cheer, FirstEnergy reminds customers to take the time to 

https://firstenergycorp.com/newsroom/social_media.html


ensure all decorations are installed safely and functioning properly. These tips can help 

safeguard your home throughout the holiday season: 

• Be aware of overhead hazards if you are using a ladder or lift to hang outdoor lights. 

Ladders should always be carried parallel to the ground! 

• Never throw lights into trees or other outdoor structures as a means of decorating. 

• Do not hammer tacks or nails into the electrical cord when hanging lights. Instead, use 

clips to safely attach lights to the house. 

• Use only extension cords that are approved for outdoor use. These cords must meet 

rigorous safety standards that indoor cords may not meet. 

• Outdoor lights, inflatables and other decorations should be plugged into outlets 

protected by ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs).  

• Place outdoor lights on a timer or turn them off before going to bed to reduce the 

possibility of electrical hazards overnight.  

• Decorative lights should be approved by Underwriter's Laboratory and carry a UL seal on 

the tag. Red UL marks indicate the lights are approved for indoor or outdoor use, while 

green UL tags indicate approval for indoor use only. 

• Check lights for frayed wires and broken bulbs. Discard and replace any damaged strings 

or bulbs. 

• When possible, keep lights and extension cords out of puddles, damp soil, snow or ice. 

 

It’s also important to be aware of potential electrical hazards when decorating 

outdoors. Do not install outdoor lights, inflatables or other decorations under or near any 

power lines or utility electrical equipment. Keep these three words in mind while decorating 

your home, especially when using equipment, such as a ladder, that extends your reach:  

• Stop. Stop what you’re doing to consider your personal safety before attempting to 

install lights or decorations around power lines or electrical equipment. 

• Look. Look around for potential hazards and ways you might come into contact with 

electrical equipment and identify a way to avoid the hazard. 



• Live. Prevent serious injury or death by taking precautions to avoid accidental contact 

with electrical equipment. 

 

If an object gets caught in a power line or contacts electrical equipment, do not attempt 

to remove it. Call 888-LIGHTSS (888-544-4877) so that a FirstEnergy crew can retrieve it safely.   

 

Indoor Lighting Safety 

 

As you deck your home with twinkling lights, trees, wreaths and more, take the 

appropriate steps to ensure your decorations are hung with care: 

• Indoor lights should not touch window treatments, carpet, furniture or drapes. 

• Keep flammable decorations far away from any open flames or heat sources, such as 

candles, heaters and light bulbs. 

• Live trees should be kept well-watered. 

• Avoid overloading extension cords by using no more than three sets of standard lights 

per cord. 

• Prevent tripping by placing cords and decorations in low-traffic areas where they won’t 

be walked on. Avoid twisting, kinking or crushing cords. 

 

For more holiday safety tips and to enter the "Merry & Bright" Holiday Lights 

Sweepstakes, connect with a FirstEnergy utility company on Facebook: 

• Ohio Edison 

• The Illuminating Company 

• Toledo Edison 

• Penn Power 

• Met-Ed 

• Penelec 

• West Penn Power 

http://www.facebook.com/OhioEdison
http://www.facebook.com/IlluminatingCo
http://www.facebook.com/ToledoEdison
http://www.facebook.com/PennPower
http://www.facebook.com/MetEdElectric
http://www.facebook.com/PenelecElectric
http://www.facebook.com/WestPennPower


• Potomac Edison 

• Mon Power 

• JCP&L 

 

FirstEnergy is dedicated to integrity, safety, reliability and operational excellence. Its 10 

electric distribution companies form one of the nation's largest investor-owned electric 

systems, serving customers in Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West Virginia, Maryland and 

New York. The company's transmission subsidiaries operate approximately 24,000 miles of 

transmission lines that connect the Midwest and Mid-Atlantic regions. Visit FirstEnergy online 

at www.firstenergycorp.com and follow FirstEnergy and its operating companies on Twitter 

at @FirstEnergyCorp, @OhioEdison, @ToledoEdison, @IlluminatingCo, @W_Penn_Power, @Pe

nn_Power, @Penelec, @Met_Ed, @JCP_L, @PotomacEdison, @MonPowerWV. 
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http://www.facebook.com/PotomacEdison
http://www.facebook.com/MonPowerWV
http://www.facebook.com/JCPandL
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=2038986971&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.firstenergycorp.com%2F&a=www.firstenergycorp.com
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=1526931287&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40FirstEnergyCorp&a=%40FirstEnergyCorp
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=3841381676&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40OhioEdison&a=%40OhioEdison
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=874481031&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40ToledoEdison&a=%40ToledoEdison
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=956649853&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40IlluminatingCo&a=%40IlluminatingCo
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=167997606&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40W_Penn_Power&a=%40W_Penn_Power
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=236986326&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40Penn_Power&a=%40Penn_Power
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=236986326&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40Penn_Power&a=%40Penn_Power
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=3694703915&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40Penelec&a=%40Penelec
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=348330163&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40Met_Ed&a=%40Met_Ed
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=2229172505&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40JCP_L&a=%40JCP_L
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=556462567&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40PotomacEdison&a=%40PotomacEdison
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3374590-1&h=2329009909&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40MonPowerWV&a=%40MonPowerWV

